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F ALL THE MEN
who have raced for
the pole, Fridtjof
Nansen probably
the most earnest, the
most brilliant in his
conveption of the dif-
ficultics to bhe over-
come, and the most
tevhaically  selentific
in his duesire for in-
formation concerning
the Arctic zone. Th.
spectacular  element
in this search for the
northernmost spot on earih does not inter-
est him. His greatest desire is that his
arctic explorations may enable him to
prove som+ sclentific theories and point out
some scientific facts. Coacerning this polut
we are enabled to quote from a magazine
article written by him and soon to be
published, his ideas of the practical utility
<f reaching the north pole. He says:
“There are a goomd many sclentific re-
searches which are much needed in the
y I may mention here mae-
I meteorological observations. The
magnetism of the earth amd its strange
changes has been and is & riddle, and we
do not yet know much about thls mys-
terious forve. The greatest lack in our
knowl-dge it however, that we
have not sutfHeient magnetic observations
from the polar regions We need con-
tinucus shservatiors carcicd on for yveuars
there. On board the Fram we gol a con-
linuous series for three years: other expe-
Gitions have also brought back valuable
mate : tmt this ot sutficient. We
shou also have it from every part of the
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unknown nerth, and we eannot possibly
Eet too much, It Is not necossary to point
cut the importance of Knowledge of this

kind. It is not only that the magnetic nee-
Gle points to the sailor his way from land
to lamd and from harbor 1o hacbor; but the
knowledge the terrestrial magnetism
has in many other wayvs heen of great bene-
fit to munkindg; it has been one of the step-
ping stones for our evolution.
The Arctic Situaation.

“As to meteorology, it i= now generally
understood of what great importance this
science really v buat it s still In its in-
fancy, and none of us can tell what it will
have in the foture, when it has been fur-
ther developed, and we can more fully ex-
plain th« various cllmativ changes. In or-
der to understand these, however, we need
a complete Knowledge of the physical con-
ditlons of the atmesphd® in all parts of the
surface of the earth. We have now ob-
tained o tolerably goodl knowledge in this
respect of the known regions, and we have
meteorclogical stations almost everywhers
In the inhabited part of the globe., But the
=till remain, and I eannot

much the importance of
further r h thore, as the atmospheriei
condition=s are =o diverse from those pre-
vailing in better known regions. We need
to know what influence those extended
snow ami ire-covered tracts with the long
polar day and the long polur night have on
the atmuosphere, ansd we shall not be able to
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explain the ammospheric changes in our
own latitudes bhefore we know more about
Lhis.

“Is it of ary special use 1o reach the
norih pole fs«If7 T think it 3. Not he-
cazse thiz mathematical point has any
speciel inderest or has any special scien-
tific value different from all otker poin
In the unknuwn nerth, but because it b
for ventur heen the ambition of sea-

ions to reach this point and

their flag, z#nd befure this

r the polv will nesver ceasd,
is below the dignity of

el and then glve it up

te It can be
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ings and sledges from
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the sole olject

forget that it is scientific
ouzht to In
of all explorations,

How the Arctie May Be Explored.

“How can this unknown region be ex-
plored? [ think there are varlous ways in
which it ought to be done, as each of them
will certainly bring important results, 1
think the Jdrift of the Fram has clearly
proved the otiicliency of the inode of travel
which we adopted. That a ship can be
built able to withstand the pressure to
which it would necessarily be subjectod
on a drift through these regions. Is estai-
lished. It can scarecly be doubted that
the Fram was exposel to difficulties of
this kind as great as can reazonably be
expected. 1 lelieve, therefore, that the
polar sea can at all times be travesed with
sufficient safety In this manner, if oualy
proper provisions he made. Furthermore,
this method of travel offers such Breal ad-
vantages that it certainly ought to be
adopted in the future, as the drift of a
ship like the Fram through unknown re-
glons affords the best means of making
scientific investlgations of ail kinds. It
Is only by a sojourn of yvears Lthat suffi-
clent mater can be collected to enable
a fully satisiactory conception of the phys-
Ical conditions of these regions be formed.
A vessel bke the Fram is, in fact, an ex-
cellent floating oliservatory.

“1 think that such an «xpedition ouznt
o g0 nrorth through Bering strait and
enter the ice in a northerly or [ernaps,
ratiier northeasterly direction, somewhere
between 160 and 'TH west lougitude, The
.a!u_u will t closed in by tne ice, and
wili russ Lhe un-
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known sca a greal distance north of the
Fram's route, acruss, or al any rate, not
far from the pole nd will

EMETZe

INto open wWilor sonies aluig the east
soast of. CGreentland, xpedition wii!
thus hri: suin ol Inforination about the
pol Fegion which wili b of priceless
b L to many vranches of science.™

mat whe can thas lay out for him-

gell such a
must =urely
ality. T w triica ol th
by Mr. Richard Heard, whose friend he i3,
Mr. Heard many l% which are
ckaracteristic of the great expiorer.

Scie Gtific researcn
ng Is hiz person-
= well artested to

course of

interes

Nenrly Heceame n College Professor.
“It |5 not generally known,” says Mr.
Heard, “that Nansen once came ‘1ear re-

Hugquishing his nortn pole project through
the ageney of a college in Indiana. While
we were traveiing througl: Indiana one day
Nunsen said. ‘This s the place where I
nearly hecame a college professor.’ [ ask-
ed hin: what he meant. He said:

" ‘They offered me the professorship of
goology in the unlversity nere, and [ came
very near accepting it. 1 was then con-
tempiating my Arst trip te Greenland, and
It was a question with me as to whether I
shovld go to America and take this profes-
eorship, or undertake my expedition to
Greenlamd. It required a great deal of de-
liberation, but finally I made up my mind
and declined the professorship.’

“The inslde facts of Nansen's early life
are not pubiicly known, but he was as
brilliant a boy as he 1s a man. We siarted
out Lthe other day for a quiet trip to Niag-
ara to s~e.the falls, and while In a troliey
car Nansen was talking of mathematics,

“‘When I was a boy,"” he =ald, ‘I solved
some problems which had never hefore
been solved. They thought they were Bo-
ing to make a mathematiclan of me.’

“l <aid that was news to me, and asked
what were the problems. Then he hem-
med and hawed, for he didn't remember
the English word for expressing his mean-
Ing; but finally I asked him if he could tell
ne in German., ‘Kegelsehnitt,” he sa.d—that
I8, conic sections. It seems that Nansen,
a3 a boy, succeeded In solving several prob’

lems In conic =ections by means of geom-
etry, and some of his solutions are still
used in the colleges of Norway. In his
leisure moments he had a tr.al at squaring
the circle. In his youth he also studied to
be an artist and carried his studies pretty
far. He did a good deal of sketching and
painting. This early practice is showing to
good advantage in the charts whicn he ex-
hibits at lectures, and has led to the pro-
duction of pictures of arctic scene and col-
or such as have never been egualed.

“After these early studies, he went In for
zeology and took up other scientifle pur-
suits. While at a banquet, given Nansen
fome time ago Prof. Carl Lumholiz told
me that before he had known Nansen as
an explorer he had besn stulying a book
on the nerve system of animals. In this
book tle author printed a new theory of
tne nervous system, different from any
previously held.  Since that time leading
anatomists have proved that this theory
was correct. The man who wrote that
buok” was Nansen.

His Theories of Zoology.

“A few days after the banquet I got
hold of Nanser in tne raliroad ear and ask-
ed him for an explanation of his discov-
ery. He said:

“*That was when I was curator of the
Museum of Anatomy in Bergen. 1 made a
special study of the animal brain and ex-
amined thousands of brains microscopical-
Iy¥. That was the happiest time of my life,
#nd T should like to ge back to it now.
Wetl, T discovered that the seat of the soul
i animals, contrary to tine human brain,
wis not in the nerve center, where it had
been supposed to be, bul at another point
of the brain.” He then went into technical
detail, which, however, would hardly be
understood by the layman. Then he sawd:
‘I printed that theory, although it was ab-
solutely oppesed to everyvth.ng suggested
or heard of belore that time. 1 wrotle the
criginal bock in Engilish.’

“*'Why did yvou do that?” I asked.

“He explained that he preferred to write
such  seientific books in French, German
or English, and said: ‘I knew that if 1
were o write it in any of these three lan-
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Fridtjof Nanscen.

guages, every sefentist of repute must read
it, inasmuch as any one failing to read
such works would be considered behind the
times,  Buat, writtea in Norwegian, Hun-
gar'an or other languages, scientitic men
would have the excuse of not being abie
to read the work; so I wrote it in English.’
Nansen and His Wife.

“One time [ said something about skat-
ing, and Nansen exclaimed, ‘I haven't
skated for sevenieen vears. I remarked
that it was about time he took It up again.
‘Well," he said, *1 am proud of my skating,
but never gel time for it any more. When
I wias sixtecn yemrs old I devoted much
time t@ the art. [ defeated the champion
of Norway in a long-distanee contest. [
usel to be auite fond of jigure skating,
and so was my wife. She is one of the
fine=t sKaters in Norway.’

“In the old days it was
sport, and the place for
Skarpsno, as It 18 Tow,

a fashionable
sHating was not
but in Christiania

harbor, opposite  the ancient fortress
*Akershus Festning.” About 2 o'clock in
the afternoon the pastime began, and all
| the youns feilo=s and girls used to be out
there,  Nansen maintzins that the Nor-
wegian skotes are the best In the world
for hoth fizure skating and lorg distance.

I idida’t see how they were adapted to fig-
are =katinz. ‘“The Kind I use he saddd,
‘had searcely any curve on the blade, They

were Hat as they rested on the ground, but

very wide in the center, tasering toward
the point and heel When you getr that
dee on the loe and get over on the slde
have a curve. The skate glves the

curve «hen yvou lean over, and zome very
temarkable figures can be cut with them.'
Ski Jumping.

“Nansen and his brother were horn nnd
lived at ‘Froen,” tkheir father's country
place, in the outzkirts of Christiania. There
was a Jittle Pill (here, where they made
their firet attempt at ski running. Snow
shoeing in those dave was almost entirely
confined to the peasants. The two brothers
took it up as a sport and began to get
rather proficient, and tried gcing down
hills. They found they could use them for
going down, as well as for muaking excur-
#ions through the mountains. They dis-
covered, at the suggestion of an expert
from the rural .districts, that they ecoull
jump on them. The peasants generally had
never jumped with them, nor made much
progress. The boys induced other fellows
to take it up. In that way it hecame a
sport in Christiania, and the Nansens il
all they coull to make it popular. Now the
snow-shoe meeting in February is the great
ski meeting of the world.

“There is i very steep mountainside at
Holemkollen, with a sheer descent of about
45 Zdegrezs. Half way down there is a wall
built un, and the snow curves out to the
cdge of the wall. The snow-shoers (ski-
lobuery come down the hill at full speed,
and when they strike this curve they shoot
30 feet In the air. The long jump record is
140 feet. When they agaln regain the
ground there is no sudden jolt, bhut they
continue in nearly the saume direction down
the hillside. Both feet ecome down about
fat, and the Knees are hent in order to
land easily. T believe Nansen formed the
first club of snow shoers in Norway, and
he was very prominent in this elub. The
celebration of February 16 s o popular
fete. The king alwavs attends.

Feats of the Ski-Hobner,

“Not only are the snow shoes wonderful
for jumpling, but the skjlled  riders go
through the woods, among the trees, wind-
ing paths, and even over the rocks. You
would think they were going to dash out
their bralns as they go down a wild slope.
In jumping down you Imagine vou are go-
ing to sink a foot In snow, hut the long
‘=ki’ hold the welght and you glide on. |
remember once coming suddenly upon a
precipice. For a moment I was frightened,
but I managed to throw myself down, and
1 swept around to one side before I got
to the edge. The heginner can seldom tell
how he will land; he may land with his
feet in the air, head first in the snow.
These skiers become very expert. They
can climb fences with the ski on. The
ski should be the length of the height of
a man wilth his hands extended to fuli
length, and are generally made of ash or
pine. Narsen says he has walked on thin
ice on his ski where dogs broke through
the surface.

Vinit to Nansen's Home.

“Nansen i3 building a new house, near
the one wheére he now lives, In the suburb
of Christiaria. It is a part of the large
estate which belonged to his grandfather.
It is on a hill near the Fjord and the place
i= only twenty minutes from Christiania.
He lives very simply. His dwelling is a
leg house of the special Norwegian type,
made of small logs carefully joined to-
gether. These houses are not finished up
inside with linlng for two years after
bullding. in order to allow the logs to set-
tle permanently. It is surrounded by a
palisade of rough pine. There are always
two or three dogs barking around. From
the front door of the house you enter Into
a emall hall, covered with rugs, leading
directly into the drawing rocom. Here I8
a grand piano, used especially by Madame
Narern. In one corner is a bust of Nan-
sen, by of Berlin, There are also

portraits of well-krown people hanging
on the walls. There are paintings by Nor-
weglan artists, especially by Otto Sinding.
There is a small raised platform at one
side of the room, and on it an immense
carved sofa, like a throne, decorated with
Norwegian rugs. They resemble old orien-
tal rugs. At one side is the entrance to
Nansen's studio, the most characteristic
part of the house. 1t is built out from
the main house itself. It has a roof of
earth over the wood work, and greens and
flowers grow thereon. It is a very large
room; there is an enormous working table
in the center, and books in cases are all
around the sides. He has about every
work ever written on arctic exploration,
and many of them are remarkable works.
There is one splendid set (a present made
to him by his admirers in Great Britain)
of all the English works on arctiec explora-
tion, made up in uniform binding. Then
he has every kind of relic that you can
Imagine, in the way of Eskimo clothing,
weapons and fire arms, snow shoes, har-
poons, ete. There is also a large full-
length oil painting of his wife. The fire-
place is immense. It juts out into the
room and extends right up to the roof
of the studio and is built of stone; about
six feet high and nine broad. There !s
a door opening on to a little veranda and
steps lead down to the grounds on the
banks of the Fiord. His windows look out

upon the Fjord, and his thirty-six-ton
yvacht lies opposite, It is named ‘Wesle-
moy." which is the old Norweglan for °lit-

tle girl’—named after his daughter.

“Nansen is an accomplished linguist. He
makes speeches in Engiish, French, Ger-
man, Latin and all the Scandinavian .an-
guages. His degree of doctor of science
i the highest degree conferred by Cam-
bridge. There are but three or four be-
side Nansen who have received this de-
gree; Humboldt was one. The explorer is
probably the only one living holding the
degree.”

ART AND

-

ARTISTS.

The exhibition of the Water Color Club,
which is now In progress at the new gal-
lery of the 8. W. A_, 1020 Connecticut ave-
nve, was well attended during the early
part of this week by those who were anx-
ious to have a first glimpse of this note-
worthy collection. The pictures will be on
view until January 8, and the attendance
is expected to reach its high-water mark in
the closing days or during the holidays,
when many people will be more at leisura.
In addition to the regular daily hours from
Y a.m. to 6 p.m., the gallery will be open on
Monday and Thursday evenings from § to
10,

»
£ %k

On Tuesday evening the Society of Wash-
ington Artists met together for the second
time in its new home on Connecticut ave-
nue, Twenty-one members were present,
and the annual election of officers took up
all the time allotied for the meeting. Rich-
ard N. Brooke was elecied  president;
George Gibbs, vice president: Wells M.
Sawyer, seeretary, and Charles Poor, treas-
urer. The following members were chosen
for the executive committee of the ensuing
year: Edmund Clarence Messer, J. H, Mo-
ser, Parker Mann, Robert Hinekley and
Robert Coleman  hilid, Several names wers
propused for membership before the ad-
Journment of the mecting.

£ 3
* &

Mr. George LI Senseny a few davs ago
had on exhibition at Veerhoff's a wvery
carefully studied figure composition. The
artist Is a young man who has never been
represented in the local exhibitions and is
little Known here, hut his picture referred
to has execliied no little interest. In col-
oring and In the handling his work shows
in a noticeable degree the influence of Mr.
Helmick, under whom he has studied, but
individual peculiarities of style are not
lcking.

*
*o%

Lucien Powell expects to have an exhibi-
tion of his work ai Veerhofi's shortly after
Christimas, the collection ta include 4 great
variety of subjects, He has already placed
in the gallery u large water color showing
a market scene in an lialian town.

W
#w®
At the last meeting of the Art Students'
League It was decided to make a special

feature of the SBaturday morning class for
children. While of
age have been admitted to Lhe

students almost any

preparitory

antigue ¢ no speeial effort has pre-
viously been made to accomnodate the lit-
tle cues, The serviees of two extra in-

stritetors will be aecured for this class, and
Saturday morning wiil be ziven over to the
yvounger students. o Detroit, where this
gy:tem has been in vogue for a good many
2 5, It has proved of beuctit to the stu-
dents, who started in at an carly age, and
as they grow older their druwing exee s that
of the other students. The importance of
beginning any stiddy early cannot be too
strongly emphasized, and in drawing it is
weclally valuable, as even the youngest
elid can pain somewning through a =har-
pened facully of observation and in a cer-
tain medhiual dexterity,
£ 3
A

For the holiday entertainment this year
a couple of plays have been substituted in
place of the Christmas tree, which was the
source of s0 much enjoyment last vear.
Carroil Institute Hall has been secured for
the evening of January 3, and the artists
and their friends will take part in the two
plays produced. Alma Tadema's drama,
called “The Bilent Voice,” will occupy the
first part of the evening, and the remainder
of the time will be given up to a laughable
farce called "My Lord and Livery." Music¢
will also add to the enjecyment of the oc-
casion.

*
* %

Miss Lillian Cook has commenced work
on the three large tapestries that she s
painting for a convent in Wilmington, Del.
All of the pictures are biblical In subjeet,
the first of the serles representing Christ
blessing little children. It contains many
figures, and Is the most complex of all the

canvases in its composition, the others
containing only two or three tigures. Miss
Ccok has not much more than lald in the
colors or this tapestry, and will probably

e oecupied for muany wecks before tne
series Is finished.

*

* %
Among the new pictures at Fischer's

there is an especially attractive canvas by
Sir Thomas TLawrence, showing three
charmiug cherub heéads. The heads are
somewhat similar to Heynolds' arrange-
ment of five different views of the same
livtle maid, but the painting lncks a little of
the sweviness and grace of Sir Joshua's fa-
mous work. The coloring is not the chief
charm of this group by Lawrence, and it
delights the heholder mainly by the expres-
gion in the faces. Other pletures now at
Fischer's are the portrait by Watson Gor-
don and Hilton's interesting imaginative
canyas.
»

At Tyler's galleryf w*hlch has just been
opened on Connecticut avenue, there are
a number of Interesting canvases, bhoth
in landscape and in figure painting. The
collection differs materially from similar
ones that have been shown here in that it
is not composed of forelgn pot boilers, but
is largely made up of a good grade of
American work.

*

® %

There was placed on exhibition at the
Corcoran Gallery a few days ago a paint-
ing by Mr. Peter Baumgras, formerly of
this city, now of Chicago, which is at-
tracting considerable attention, and es-
peclally from scientists, both on account
of its subject and the intelligent and care-
ful manner in which it is treated. It is en-
titled, *“‘Beautles from the Ocean,” and
represents a brilllant collectlon of sgea
shells, the iridescent colors of which are
reproduced with rare fidelity and success,
Mr. Baumgras' old friends here wlll be
pleased to learn that he expects to visit
‘Washington next spring.

*

* %
Mr. F. P. Knott of New York Is in the
city, and will occupy Mr. Uhl's studio, 614

17th street, for some

BUYING AND SE_LLING
French Bibkef; and Their Way of
Boink Business,

SCENES ABOUT" THE PARIS BOUASE

But Sixt);f Members, and a Seat

Costs Big Money.

A GOVERNMENT MONOPOLY

Bpecial Correspondence of The Evening Star,
PARIS, December D, 1897,

IXTY-SIX OR-
inthian columuas
graceiully support a
broad  poirtico  al
around the great
building, 230 feet
square by 160 feet

wide, and nearly e
feet high, where the
wiid animals of the
Paris stock exchang:
. are parked off in a
cage of thelr own.
It was begun by
| the first Napoleon, al
the time when the Rothschilds were mak-
ing their great fortune. He was great
enough to see that the exchange of money
was bound to he a power in the world
which even enormous armies could not
fight against. The place had before been
oceupicd by nuns who bore the name of
Daughters of Suint Thomas Agquinas. The
revolution swept them clean from the face
of the earth, and the money changers took
their place and have held it ever since.

Soon the Paris bourse tocok a definite
rank among the nations. It became the
great exchange between countries having
L"hll:ﬂ_}' gold amd those which abounded irn
silver.  This continued until the adoption
of the gold standard became fairly gen-
eral, undep the leadership of Prince Bis-
marck. It is stlll 2 reason why France
Juuks_ favorably on the propositions of bi-
metaltism, jut it i= the curious anima-
tien of the place, with its singular ofticial
customs, which must most have struck
our commissioners—Senator Wolcott, (Gen-
eral l'c‘.i}'l\(" and ex-Viee President Steven-
H.,n—:.n their recent visits to 'aris to urge
lh'n‘- French “to do something for silver.”

here is no more shouting than in Lon-
don and New York, and no more horse-
play, \\llil'h‘ breaks out wherever zrown
men get excited together and allow the old
boyishness to burst forth. But the look of
the place, the division of the brokers, the
outoor part of it, iike the cafe life of
these exteriorized Frenchmen, Is novel and,
at first sight, a perfeet riddie even to those
most versed in the menagerie ways of bulls
anmd bears at home,

Only Sixty Renl Brokers.

First of all, as in almost evervthing in
France, there is a government monopoly
at the Paris bourse. From the time of the
first Napoleon only sixty men are ever
ilcensed to buy and sell stocks on the floor.
They stand inside® a long space railed in to
sceparate them from oulside and unofficial
brekers, clerks and spectators. In the cen-
ter of their space there Is a second eircular
raifing, against which these authorized
agents boister their backs anid look calmly
out on their fellows when they have some-
thing 16 Seli.

The sixty men insige this “corbeilie,” or
Paskel, are the “Agents de Change” of the
‘aris bourse, men holding an clucial posi-
tion to which they have attained with uif-
ficulty, only on coudition of paying i, -
MK and more whea a place becomes vacant,
;.m! baviig fortune and experience wnich
sat’sties both the jotuel members and the
governmert (lscif. The French Agent de
Change s, (hercfote, a ditferent man [rom
oile wile buys a seat in the London or New
slock exchanges, He I3 almost a
sovernment oflicial as he leans over the
rutiing which separates him from the out-

RS

brokers, any one of whom may be
vicher and crgaged in far greater opera-
tiong  than Imnself.

Trese otlicial agents nave a clerk a
piece, who arrives at the bourse a hall
hour before the work of the day begins.
The hours are strietly limited te
thie tir LW eC T moamd 3 o'clock. The
Cierks at 1150 transact the cash orders

wileh they bave received, as the lofty dig-
nily of the agents permits them to deal
cndy I operattons on oa time limit. The
8 wveragse priec is made up from tae
aucoums of these clerks,

As sixly men cannot do at this end of
the ninectesnth century  what they wiore
unable o do even at its beginning, there

Is a great number of unofileinl brokers to
help them in handling the world's stocks.
These are not to be confounded with buck-
el-zhup brokers: on the contrary, they are
men of known positlon, and In many cases
of equal importance with members of our
own stock exchanges.
The Outside 3en,

They are divided inte three only
ane of which is allowea to operiate on the
floor of the bourse, outside and to the
left of the sacrad ralling reserved to the
official agents. Thiz constitutes the side
market of French rentes or public funds,

The remalnder of these unofficial brokers
are relegated to the outside porch, with
a roof, indeed, above their heads, but only
the Corinthian columns to protect them
from winds and drifting rain. There they
form the two other recognized markets:
and it is their noise and antics, seen across
the public place in front of the long steps
of the bourse, which gives the first im-
pression of the Parls money market.

One group forms a stock market in the
promiscuous sense—that is, foreign public
funds and bonds, foreign bank stocks, and
a quantity of other stocks and bonds and
new issues, many of which cannot be rec-
ognized by the official bourse. This mar-
ket subdivides itself into two howling eir-
cles to the left of the portico. On the right
is the remraining market, nolsier st!ll—that
of cash operations.

All these non-ofiicial vperators are called
the “Coulisse’” (slips), but not every one
can sail in among them, They form dis-
t'nct corporations, according to the market
in which they deal, and are duly reglstered
to facilitate the settling of their accounts.
They have to make a depesit of $5,000 to
be registered in French funds, and $10,000
to the general stock market, which is noth-
Ing if taken as a guarantee for the vast
operations many of them enter into.

Where the Public Denls.

Thesze “‘conlissiers’” have also their clerks,
running about with the little becks on
which they “note 'the operations, and by
which tllapufb_s are settled. The clerks of-
ten do all the work, for the wealthy side
broker may he far too afraild of colds and
sore thrcat to tmust himself to the open
porch, wher#é:every one shouts together—
or seems tol'at 1dast, to the puzzled on-
looker. It is'ne:dless to say that the gen-
eral public, when it desires to take a flyer
at stocks, limits ite dealings 10 these brok-
ers of the purch...

But there is yet another important class
of financlial agents living by operations at
the Paris baprse who are still far removed
frcm the discredit of the bucket shop.
Thkey are called ‘!‘bankers,’” and it is their
business te pass arders on to the brokers,
whether amcng the sixty members or the
coulissiers of the poreh: and they see to
the executicn of the ordezs tor their ¢lients.
They even require more ready capital than
the side brokers, WwRose ogperations are
more purely speculative.

Finally come the ‘‘remisiers,” a sort of
gencral agents or drummers amoug the
clients that speculate In stocks. They are
paid elther by the SYToker on the latter's
commission or by the client on his profits.
Some of this latter class also are men of
independent fortune, with an established
custom.

It would take an experienced eye to sep-
arate the erowd at the beurse into all
these Cifferent clastes. T'he official agents,
in their ralling, ave obvious enough, and
any man may go in iv look at them. La-
dies must go up a stafrease to an upper gal-
lery, whence they can look down; but the
view has been obscured since the anarchist
seares by a wire netting siretcheq across to
prevent the throwing of bombs down on the
heads of these rich “‘proprios.” A man may
aiso circulate freely cn the porch; ailso he
may atiract the atiention of these money

sets,

buyers and sellers, whose nerves are tense
and only demand a moment of relief.

Little Side Shows.

A tall American, thin, clean shaven, as
the fashion now is among his countrymen,
but is not In France, suddealy sees with
dismay his tall and polished hat roll down
the steps. Which of these yelling men—
“six and a half, six and five-eizhths'—has

done it? He looks round in wrath ill-con-
tained and receives general applause. If
he gracefully accepts the situation, picks
up his hat and walks placidly on the group
which has once saluted him will not honor
him with a second attention, not even on
the day after. unless he is quite forgotten.
But if he curses French manners he is like-
Iy to have his warm reception repeated at
the hands of other groups. and so on until
his temper has Improved and he has
learned to be once more a boy among these
speculators, who arve boys also—in their odd
moments.

The usual French industries flourish along
the norch. A woman has charge of the
chairs, which the brokers draw up in
squares and cireles, according to the stocks
they sell and buy. When the market is
lively clerks and agents mount to look
over heads and gesticulate in unison with
tneir frantic cries and offers. Along the
side porches others retire to sit weside some
convenient pillar and smoke or read their
paper, or snuoze in the sunny weather.

At the magic hour of 2 comes round the
woman-—only representative of femininity,
otherwise so preponderant in French life—
makes her way here and there and every-
where to eollect the two sous which are
her own little benefice on the operations of
the day. A substantial broker, who has
sold heavily at a profit, shows his light-
some spirits by searching in vain for the
copper coins which she demands of him in
the shrieking tones that even woman uses
in this curious place.

STERLING HEILIG.

UNIVERSITY NOTES

Georgetown University.

The last lecture of the first term at the
law school was delivered by Prof. Baker
last evening. Beginning with yesterday.
examinations will be held in the junior,
senior and post-graduate classes on the
werk gone over during the past three
months. The Christmas recess will extend
trom Thursday next until the first Monday
of "OS.

A special meeting of the Law School De-
bating Society was held Thursday evening.
The debaie, on the question, “Resolved,
Trat the Hawaiian Isiands should be an-
nexed to the United States,” was decided
in favor of Messrs. Schade and Brown, the
negative speakers, who had as their op-
ponents Messrs, McCarthy and J. W. Bing-
noam.

The Dramatic ('lub intends to take a trip
to Baltimore some time after the Christ-
mas holldays,

O Washington's  birthday
Merrick debate will be held.

The bhase ball team internds to commencs
maaor practice as soon as possible,

Richaurd Sheridan’s “The Critic” will be
presented by the Dramatic Society in the
near future.

The Philonomasian Society, at Tts last
meeting, discussen the wisdom of the recent
actionn, of the Georgia legislature in pro-
hibiting foor ball within that state. Megsrs,
Henning and Duffy and  Murphy  aud
Gracey were the speakers on the affirma-
tive and negative, respectively.

The examinations in mechanies for the
stnior class were held Thursday and yes-
terday.

L. J. Wefers of Georgetown will compets
at the irdoor athletic meet to be held in
New York city.

Wednesday wili be the last day this vear
on which attendance will be required of
the stwdents in the various classes. The
lower classes wili have their examinations
immediately after the reopening on Jan-
vary 4.

the annusi

Columbinn University.

The Call appeared yvesterday for the see-
onrid time this year. It is the intention of
the editors, with the co-operation of the
students, to enlarge the paper.

The lLaw School Debating Socicty will
hold & meeting on Saturday, January 8, for
the purpose of electing officers. A special
meeting was called for Thursday evening.
The last meeting had as the speakers
Messrs. W. T. Harris, W. U. Varney and
B . Perkins, afiirmative, and Messrs, AL
E. Snow, A. . Wells and Granville Lewis,
negative, amd the topic for the evening
wis “Resolved, That Cuban belligerency
should be recognized by the United States"™
“Resolvedd, That Congress should enact a
general anti-trust law,” has been selected
as the question for discassion this evening,
ard Messrs. J. P. Fountron, . L. Tarbox
and J. 8. Reader wili be heard on the af-
firmative side, and Messrs, J. P Gray, .
E. PPhelps and A, W. Paiterson will up-
hold the negative.

A meeting was held last Saturday even-
ing by the students of the Corcoran Scien-
titie school, the purpose being to organize
a4 class tor the stady of parliamentary law.

The American Chemical Society will meet
December 20 and 31 at the university.

The Glee, Panjo, Mandolin and Guitar
Clib will hold a mecting Tuesday next.

The Society for Philesephieal 1nguiry
held 2 mecting at the university Tuesday.

Prof. Wiley did not lecture on Tuesday
last, as was intemded, but the address for
that day was postponed until next week.

Some of Columbian’'s fcot ball players will
probably participate in the game at Na-
tional I’ark on Chrisimas.

Catholic University.

The Christmas recess will extend from
noon Thuersday Lo January 4.

General Greely delivered the last public
lecture of the year Thursday on the sub-
ject, *The Gola Fields of Alaska.” Com-
missioner C. D. Wright will inaugurate a
course of addresses next year on *'Political
Economy."

The dogmatic sermon last Sunday was
delivered by the Rev, B. Haberstrough.

Rev. Dr. Garrigan, the vice rector,
preached a charity sermon in St. Paul's,
Baltimore, last Sunday.

The Rev. Morris O'Connor, Rev. Edward
O'Connor and Rev. Wm. Higgins, who are
in deacon's orders, have left the university
to go inlo retreat, preparalory Lo their
ordination into the priesthood.

Mgr. Conaty opened the course of lee-
tures at Villanova Coliege, Philadelphila,
Wednesday night, the subject of his dis-
course bheing *The Duty of the Catholic
College Man in American Life.” Next Sun-
day he will preach the consecration sermon
iat the dedication of the altars of St. Au-
gustine's Church, Brookiyn, N. Y., his sub-
jeet being ““The Necessity of Dogma in Re-
Hgion.™

Next Thursday evening Rev. Thomas J.
Shahan will deliver a lecture before the
University Club.

The Rt. Rev. Mgr. Conaty will celebrate
the siiver jubiles of his consecration to the
ariesthood on Tuesday, and it is his inten-
tion to retuin to his home for the event.
In honor of the occasion the students and
faculty of the universily tendered him a
reception last evering. In resnonse to wad-
dresses the rectnr expressed his gratifica-
tion anl pleasure at the regard manifested
by the university faculty and students.

Howard University.

Tte rezerve foot ball eleven met an cleven
from the Colored High School of this city
lust Saturday, and a game was scheduled
for today with the strong Wayland team.
This will probably be the last game of the
SEAS0N.

Last Saturday evening the C. E. topic
was: “One Thing I Have Learned From
Paul's Life or Teachings,” and J.B. Brown,
the leader. Tonight the subject will be:
“Qur Sins, and How to Get Rid of Them.”

The December issue of the Journal will
appear in a few days.

Last evening's program at the meeting of
the Eurcka was as follews: Recitation,
Miss Scipio; declamation, H. W. Payne;
roper, J. E. Smith; reading, Miss White-
sell; debate, “Resolved, That Intemper-
ance Has Been More Destructive Than
War,” with R. 8. Pugh and R. H. Merri-
wether as affirmative and negative speak-
ers, respectively. Next week there will be
no meeting.

The Alpza Phi Society, in order to aec-
custom its members to public speaking, pro-
poses to give a series of public debates,
the first to occur some time next month.
*“Magna Charta' was Lthe subject of a pa-
per read before that organization last

night.

The holidays begin Thursday, the 23d in-
stant, and continue umtil the first Monday
of the rew year.

—_—

Positive.

From Puck.
Cholly—*"Are you positive she s not in?"

The Maid—“1 am; I'd lose my job if I
wasn't"”

L

HINTING

ON THE ISLE OF MAN

e

Curious Customs That Are Still Ob-
served at Christmas Time.

T —

ANCIENT  ORIGIN

e

MANY ARE OF

Meeting of the Choirsin a Musical

Competition.

THE HUNTING OF THE WREN

i

Written for The Evening Star.

In Manxland. or the Isle of Man, a few
practiees of ancient origin are still
served at Christmastide, the fike of which
seem not 1o exist elsewhers,

The first reminder to Manxmen that
Christmas is approaching comes from "the
fiddlers”" who commence to “ecall” every
family of any consequence four or five
weeks before the advent of the festive day.
A purty of two or three “fiddlers” set out
about 3 o'clock every moraing, excepting
Sundays, playving all Kinds of lively airs,
it being the Jduty of one of the party to
salute the familivs so honored by them in
a loud, distinct velee, after this fashion:
“(GGood morning, Mr. Quayle: good morning,
Mrs., Quayle:; good morning, Master John
(the eldest son); good moirning all the rest
of the family; past 4 o'clock, a line, frosty
moerning.” Al they coutinues from

suse to house, varying the salutation ac-
eording 1o the members of the family and
the weather, the state of which they never
fail to mention. *Boys and girls lle awake
o' nights to hear the tiddlers; and somee-
times the former steal noisclessly out of
the house and accompany the musicians
on their matutinal tour.

Competition of the Cholrs.

One of the oldest customs in the Isle of
Man is the mecting on Christmas eve of
all the choirs of each parish in their re-
spective parish churches for the singing
of carols and Christmas anthems. Fuor-
meriy these were rendered in the Manx
language; and even yet this practice pre-
vails in some of the country places, al-
though in the majority of cases English is
now used. In addition to the church chaoir,
those of the Methadist and Primitive chap-
els are usually present, these belng the
only denominations that exist among the
genuine  Manx  besides  the Established
Church. The meeting of choirs i=s called
the **Oeil Verry” (pronounced Eel Very),
which has about it all the elements of
rivalry and excitement characteristic of
a political convention in the United States.
From about 1 o'clock until midnight the
churches are crowded with the parishion-
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THE WRIZN.

| __, - ) - N e
| ture is mercilessly  pursued for s
days before by gargs of boys, armed

sticks and stores, being o
its death, and carried about the sty

bwefesd

it in deriston

The dead bird is suspended by the neck
n the midide of a horizontal stick about
thres feel lorg, which is dressod gayly
with ribbons of all colors 3 hully, and

i= supported with two upright =ticks about
the same length, all tied securely togeth-
T, a8 o represent an actual gallows
On Stephen's day it is carried about
the streets and: thrast asainst the win-
dows outside, so that those within may
feast their eyes with the symbol of taeir
aneestzel but conguercd enemy, The tool-
inz of hoins, the tinkling of triangles and
the piplng of tin whistles goes to com-
plete g picture which, for very  oiitland-
ishuess, difies commetition, This I8 i(he
only surviving Manx custom of Coltic orl-
gin that bears about it any trace of cruel-
As

=i
-

1y. in the case of the fiddiers, the
boys beg money at the ‘doors, saving.
“Please give us something to bury the
wren' The boyvs and the money together
have contributed (o keep alive this eus-
tom, which is rosponsilile for the practical
extinction of the wren in Man, where the

charming little bird once existsd in count-
less numbers, JAMES KERMODE,

- -
BISMARCK AT HOMLE,

The Effect of Nervous and Rheumntio
Poins on Hix Iran Constitution.

terlin latter 1o the Landon Ohronlels

It has been already sufficiently established
that there was absolutely rothing 1o
tify the recent mmfavoranle
Prince Rismack's state of health,
chineellor now lives entirely
awi has little or no influcnes on
nffalrs,

T hae

in the past,

A

tion taken by current W,
however, behind the four walls of his <im-
ple country chutenu is alwavs Interestinge,
especially whei his favore] friends act as
guldes, by telling us how readily he dips

into the Inexinaustible trea<ures
pacious memory, and relates in o

totie, with the cloquence of a master of
conversation, stories from the rich expe-
riecnee of his active official lite Prince
Bismarck still has an tron constitution,
ihat enables him to enjoy the pleasures
ef life with a greater zest than generally
falls to the lot of an octogenarian., He
suffers, it is true, acutely at times from
nervous facial and rheumatic pains, but,
as with all men of gigantic erergy. it ia

oaly when these attacks are anusually vic-
lent that his tencper and powers of en.
joyment are perceptibly affected the .

There 12 a4 good measure of novelty in the
apjarently monotonous dally life of Fried-
richsruh. The lord of the chatenu,
vitedly served by the dependents, his sec-
retary and his physician, who pays him
cocaslonal wvisits, mrely, If ever, shoaws
himeclt before the midday meal, but then
he is always in good form.  Although, in
order to prevent a constant flow of
It is generally given out tha
health does not permit him to r

of

Kuests,

H— -
ale of

ftors, friends of the family cons

or lunch with him, and Dr, Chysa r f
secretary, often meets peoaple at the sta-
ricn to conduct them to the manor, in onder
that the prince lmpart his views 1o

may

crs, and during these hours the choirs sing | the outir world Pde state=man
their very best, not all together, but hy | thorouzhly enjoys - and it is =
turns and in a =pirit of the warnuwst emu- | 2=cathing glanee of disdain that he turns
lation, Semetimes, also, choirs ftom con- | from under his bheetling brows on the bo-
tiguous parishes meet in some ;r;aﬁia-lli,ﬂ‘[';l\llilfiﬂ who cannot tuke %Lis share of the
church for the same purpose, anl then the | frst-elass brands of champaene, Mosolle or
competition and oxcitement are still more llhiﬂ_' wines which are brought 1
intense. Tomultuons applause from their | the broad hins of the capacious lat
friends reward the efforts of ench, fer the | Who declines to puff the pricciess Huvana
Manx are i musical people, gifted with fine i offered 1o Eim. At one of  his patlie-
voices, and o an unusunl degree endowed | mentary luncheons in Berlin, whon wis
with the power of song. A kind of jury |10 ihe zenith of his power, the prin Wit
decides which choir is the vietor, this one, | discussing with me the quality of 4 cigas
however, receiving no prize. The honor of | Utint Herbert had just given me, and
being declared the best cholr is all that is | remarked: “Ah, you are a lucky fellow to
sought after. bi able to =moke that cigar. 1 used to
: prefer cigar smoking, and smoked a2 lot
Singing Carols, of them In former days, but very strong
In the days gone by there was much | ones. 1 am now only allowed the luxury
drinking of jough, or Manx ale, both be- | ©f pipes!™  The prince always smokes

fore and after the Oeil Verry, and it was
censidered fortunate it the affair did not
end in a free fisht between the partisans
of the competing choirs. But tea drink-
ing amd social pleasures at home have
taken the place of convivial mectings and
angry discussions at the “public house.”
After the Oeil Verry the choeirs set oul at
once to sing Christmas hymns before the
rtesidences of their respective church mem-
bers, accompanied by crowds of young peo-
ple of both sexes, who are drawn by the
charm of the beautiful Christmas music.
But outside the church gates and before
separating they unite in singing,
Christians, awake, salute the happy morn
Whereon 'he Savior of mankind was born,
putting heart and soul as well as voice
into the magnificent old melody, the
strains of which are carried for miles
around in the stillness of that “‘witching
hour.” As previously arranged, the choirs
are entertained at some house with a sub-
stantial breakfast during their tour of
singing. No alcoholic beverages appear on
such oceasions, thelr use being rigorously
prohibited among church members through-
out the island, where tea drinking in a
thousand ways Is a universal custom at
both public and private functions. The re-
sult is that Christmas morning, notwith-
standing that every one then keeps open
house, is unmarked by nolse or disorder;
and at 5 or 6 o'clock all go home to bed
sober, happy and clear-headed, to snatch
a few hours' sleep as prepartion for the
coming pleasures of the day.
The Game of Camag,

On Christmas day the unaceountahle
practice prevails of indisceriminately shoot-
ing birds and game. On that day every
person who possesses a gun eems anx-
fous to use it. A unique insular sport
called camag, Bomewhat like the English
hockey, is also then indulged in by both
men and bovs. It is plaved with great
skill.

Christmas with the Manx terminates on
8t. Stephen’'s day, December 26, which js
a national holiday. It i ecelebrated in a
peculiar manner. Throughout the island
large parties of men mael together to
hunt the hare, which is pursued over hill
and dale with well-trained greyhounds,
amid the wildest excitement. Nearly the
whole adult male population turns out to
witness these annual hunts, which last
until sundown, and during which many
miles of the wild mountain lands are
scoured and bealen to find “poor puss™
the only remnant of the four-footed game
once found abundantly in the island. Con-
nected with this day also Is the strange,
mysterious custom called “Hunt the wren,’
the origin and history of which tradition
alone offers any account.

Hunting the Wren.

The Celtic legend, which offers the only
explanation of :ts existence, is as follows:
Once upcn a time there lived in Man a
terrible witch, who was forever contriving
evil to the inhabitants. Her necromancies
at length grew to be & scourge to the
wholelll&nd.ﬂltledmmmm.
ishing as If by a plague. At this juncture
8t. Patrick, who was then in Man, was
aprealed 'o, and he at once laid a curse
upon the witeh, by wvirtue of which she
was transformed into a wren. In this guise
she was hunted and pursued by thuse
whom she had so long persecuted, umtil
ghe perished. And from that day to this
the custom of hunting the wren has been
annually observed. Stephen’s day is

Bt.
*“Hunt-the-Wren day.” But the tiny crea

pipes, which are carefully and resularly G-
vd and refilled for him by his attendant. A
picterial idea of the domestic life at Fried-
ricksruh is very well given in Ehler's well-
known sketohes, The prince is fond of
driving and walking, and is not always re-
stinined from outdior exercise of this
kind by raln or otherwise inclement weath-
er, and lucky, indeed, are those Individuals
who have the privilege of accompanying
him, for he treats them to an incessant
flow of conversation, didactic and narrative,
No public man ever excelled him in the
power of sarcasm, which 1s at times ex-
cecdingly puagent and biting.

Few people are more delighted than
Prince Bismarck at the receipt of gifts, and
certainly nobody was ever favored with
more liberal donations of all kinds. Bar-
rels of Bavarian beer, the cheicest wines
frem the Rhine and the Moselle, the finest
salmon that come oul of the rivers of the
fatherland, catables and drinkables of the
very best, are coatinually finding their way
to Friedrichsruli from admirers at home
and abroad. The best gardens and con-
servatories, also, are stripped of their chole-
est fruits and flowers, for Bismarck is also
an ardent admirer of lowers. Roses he is
particularly fond of, and I had an oppor-
tunity thi= summer of discovering that
he preferred, above all, dark kinds. A
tastefully arranged basket of roses was
ordered for him from a Hamburg florist, who
dispatched them to Fricdrichsruh under
the care of a young femaie attendant from
his shop. She was ushercd into the garden
after the family luncheon, where the prince
was admiring a fine young wild boar =hot
that morning by his keeper. Tiwe prince
took the accompanying envelope and recog-
nized the name of the donor, making a
remark. with a smile, to ope of his com-
panions; then, visibly pleased, he turned to
the basket of lowers and sald: “How 1 love
roses; and these are dark ones!  Most poo-
ple send me light-colored roses, but I much
prefer these, and the color suits o man
of my age indinitely better” With the
capriciousness, however, of a much-courted
beauty, the prince soon forgels his count-
less floral gifts, and the carefully devised
attentions are not unfrequently left un-
acknowledged, a neglect Tor which, how-
ever, he cannot be sald to be personally
responsible, as, doubtless, his instructlons
and wishes In this respect are notl always
carricd oul.

Great Wall of Chann.
From the Inverness Courfer.

Thi: wall was recently measured by Mr.
Tnthank, an Americar engineer engaged on
the survey for a Chinese railway. His
measurement gave the height 18 feet
Every few hundred yards there is a tower
25 feet high. The foundation of the wall is
of solld granite. For 1300 miles the wall
goes over plains and mountains, every foot
of the foundation being of solid granite,
and the rest of the structure solid masonry.
In some places the wall is built smooth up

against the bank, or crosses a precipice
where there is a sheer descent of 1,000 feet
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“This looks like But {* was only a
.an lg_v!utlon % practical jJoke.—



